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Hon. JH LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—LNP) (Minister for Education, Training and
Employment) (4.34 pm): May I first acknowledge Madam Speaker and congratulate her on her
appointment as Speaker of this House. The honourable member for Maroochydore is a long-serving
member of this place and the tone of the parliament has already had her stamp placed on it. I would also
like to acknowledge the contribution of the former Speaker, the former member for Logan, the Hon. John
Mickel. As other members have said, he has been the most outstanding Speaker in my time in this place. I
would like to congratulate the Governor as the Queen’s representative in this Her Majesty’s diamond
jubilee year. 

For the ancient Greek philosopher Aristotle the noblest professions were politics and teaching. As I
make my first contribution to the 54th Parliament as the Minister for Education, Training and Employment
in this address-in-reply debate, I have the privilege of being able to use this forum to promote and further
the nobility of both. For Aristotle, the nobility of these professions stemmed from the fact that each sought
the most noble of ends. Aristotle held teachers above even parents. Politicians were noble for they sought
the betterment of society. They sought to provide a better world for their children than they had
themselves. What must Aristotle think of politics today? Parliamentary combatants today do not think twice
about dragging the debate down to its most base elements. Ad hominem attacks have become as much a
part of political discourses as debates over substantial policy. If our aim is to produce outcomes that
improve society and improve the lives of those we represent then ad hominem attacks have no place.
Discrediting your opponent through personal attacks does not serve to improve the lives of Queenslanders
because it neither promotes a solution to a problem nor discredits the argument being put forward by the
target of that attack. It is the basest form of political discourse perpetrated by bottom feeders with no
original ideas or convincing narrative. 

If any Australian politician wishes to engage in ad hominem attacks in the future, I would suggest
that they study the 2012 Queensland election and see it as a cautionary tale. It was at this election that the
people of Queensland fundamentally rejected negative politics and asked their leaders of all political
persuasions to discuss the things that matter most to the electorate. In the 2008 US presidential election
campaign Barack Obama outlined the three pillars of clean and positive political discourse. He established
vision, character and judgement as the key themes. During the election campaign members of the Labor
Party showed they failed on all three counts. They had no vision, they had lost the will and energy to look
forward and simply went through the motions lurching from one front page to the next. They displayed a
complete lack of character by attacking the character of the now Premier, his wife and his family. They did
so because they did not want to stand and fight on the issues, they wanted to engage in low blows and
cheap shots. In doing so they showed a complete lack of judgement. Queenslanders did not want
negativity, they did not want sleaze, they did not want cheap shots. To put this forward as a strategy to win
votes showed that Labor had lost its political judgement.

The first time that I heard former Premier Anna Bligh speak of her record was in her concession
speech. It was her best contribution of the campaign. She spoke of the Labor government’s record from
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her perspective over their five terms in office and her five years as Premier. We can put it bluntly: her
record and that of her government were not good enough to win this election. The Labor government was
tired, it was out of ideas and, as we open the books and unlock the doors, we see that the previous
government died a long time ago, because by the time it was found the corpse was decaying. However,
there was still a story, there was still a narrative. In 14 years they had their moments and there was enough
there to try to tell their story to the electorate, but they chose not to. Instead, they chose to persist with a
campaign of smear against the Premier and his family. They spent their time avoiding the issues that
concerned Queenslanders and, instead, chose to doggedly follow a dirty personal attack on Campbell
Newman. Sometimes, on the rarest of occasions, the end may justify the means. However, what was the
end? The end was Ms Bligh standing in front of cameras in Caboolture, admitting that she had nothing but
questions—not proof, not evidence, questions. She should have said she had nothing. 

Andrew Fraser’s last act as a representative was to be the general who led the summer of sleaze.
Day in and day out he would attack Mr Newman personally, his wife and his family, including at one point
the Premier’s mother. All the while the government was decaying, all the while the LNP was debating the
issues and all the while Mr Fraser was more interested in constructing imaginary tales in his head and
sending out baseless press release after baseless press release. 

Only those in the dark rooms of Peel Street will ever know who was responsible. Was it Ms Bligh
herself, Andrew Fraser, Anthony Chisholm, a combination of all three and/or other faceless figures of the
Queensland Labor Party? All we know is that if they had remained positive, if they had sold whatever story
they had, they would have died on their feet and they would have been left with more than seven members
in this House. Techniques of personal derision were invented by former Premier Peter Beattie in the 2006
campaign and taken to a new level since by Anna Bligh, Andrew Fraser, Paul Lucas, Cameron Dick and
their compliant ministers, who were happy just to have the title, also acquiesced to the style and
techniques of their leadership group, hoping to be taken along without showing any backbone or standing
up for decency. We who have been here for some time had always seen the disgraceful antics in
parliament. A well respected, non-partisan observer of this place remarked that the 53rd Parliament was
the worst he had witnessed. 

Part of the reason for that is that they were men and women with little real world experience,
politicians who knew nothing but the vortex of political life. As the empire fell around them, they became
increasingly desperate to protect the only thing they knew. As Ronald Reagan’s former speech writer
remarked—

Here is an old tradition badly in need of return: You have to earn your way into politics. You should go have a life, build a string of
accomplishments, then enter public service. And you need actual talent: You have to be able to bring people in and along. You can’t
just bully them, you can’t just assert and taunt, you have to be able to persuade. 

As they seek to rebuild, the Labor Party should heed this advice, but, sadly, from what we have
heard since the election, still they do not get it. On Labor Day we heard senior union figures suggesting
that the Bligh government fell because of asset sales and longevity. In itself longevity does not leave a
party with seven seats. Longevity coupled with reprehensible neglect and contempt for the electorate
leaves a party with seven seats. 

However, what made this dirty ad hominem campaign worse was that in 2011 the former Premier,
Anna Bligh, said that family was off limits to political attack. In doing so, the former Premier had set her
own standard for political discourse. She set her own standard only to go ahead and break it when she felt
it was the only option left open to her. The final nail in the government coffin was just like all the others: a
broken promise. Before the 2009 election, Labor said that they would not sell assets. They sold assets.
Labor said they would not impose a fuel tax on Queenslanders while they were struggling. They imposed a
fuel tax. Labor said that electricity prices would not rise as a result of deregulation. Prices rose. Labor said
that they would keep Queensland’s AAA credit rating. Labor lost the AAA credit rating. In a final insult, as if
to say to Queenslanders that Labor will never learn its lesson, Anna Bligh said that if she lost she would
not be going anywhere. She lost and a day later she resigned. 

The Premier and his team are committed to restoring public trust. This begins with keeping our
promises, but it does not end there. It is about lifting the standard of debate and injecting a civility into this
chamber that, up until now, has not been prevalent. It is about listening to our constituents every weekend
and not just the four weekends leading up to the election. It is from this base that we will build trust. With
trust comes respect, with respect comes the opportunity to take politics back to its original purpose and
restore the nobility it once possessed. 

While it was Aristotle who claimed both politics and education were at the height of nobility, it was
his mentor, Plato, who remarked, ‘The direction in which education starts a man will determine his future in
life.’ This statement is important. It captures the idea that learning is an ongoing and imprecise process
that begins early in a person’s life and continues for its duration. As the Premier read my appointment as
Minister for Education, Training and Employment, he reflected this sentiment. Education would no longer
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be siloed as its own consideration; it would be given a story. The story is that from the moment a child
begins their educational journey in one of Queensland’s kindergartens to the moment they are employed in
the Queensland economy, this government is committed to giving them the basic skills, pathways and
qualifications to succeed in their chosen career. This is an important narrative. It means that every decision
that is made within my department, every program that is undertaken within my department and every
agreement that is entered into by my department will be made, undertaken or agreed against the backdrop
of providing Queenslanders with pathways that will lead to employment. 

During the election, we announced a range of policies in education and already significant work is
underway to bring those promises to fruition. Each policy has its place in providing assistance to those
undertaking their education journey. It is my belief that education is not partisan and to make it so would
betray those we seek to educate, because our energies should be devoted to them and their future, not to
headlines or political point scoring. That is what parents expect, it is what educators expect and it is the
way that I will conduct myself as Minister for Education, Training and Employment. 

However, that is not to say that opposing sides of the political divide will never disagree on matters
related to education. Such a lack of disagreement would lead to a stagnant sector, but the differences
should stem from opposing yet valid philosophical beliefs as to how we best educate our children and not
stem from a desire to control media cycles or engage in short-termism or populism. Importantly, though,
this government does not hold a beginning-to-end view of education, because there is no end. In order to
support the two fours, the four-pillar economy and the four per cent unemployment target, we will be
looking at ways to encourage lifelong learning. From retraining and utilising the skills of older
Queenslanders to encouraging upskilling and promoting innovation to lead to the development of blue
ocean industries, this department is about providing the tools to support our economy and create
employment. 

If the 2012 election has taught us anything, it is that as members we must not take our seats for
granted. So it is important that I thank the electors of Surfers Paradise for electing me as their member of
parliament for the fourth time. Since starting this journey almost 11 years ago I have been fortunate to pick
up many supporters along the way. In 2004, when everyone said it could not be done, we won the seat of
Surfers Paradise. It was one of the few bright sparks of that election. Those first years were hard, but our
small team did not desist from the David and Goliath task of taking the fight to a Labor Party at the top of its
powers. To the members for Caloundra, Currumbin, Moggill, Burdekin and Lockyer, who came to this place
with me in 2004, it has been a hard road but the fruits of our labour have been realised. 

Before the 2009 election we gave the people of Queensland what they wanted—a strong, united
party under one banner, the LNP. The member for Southern Downs deserves the highest credit for that
courageous decision. At that election, under his leadership, we made significant inroads into Labor under
that new banner. It was an election where the electorate marked crosses against the ALP but put question
marks against our side. For the next three years we went about answering those questions. We held Labor
to account for failings across government. The people of Queensland started listening. Poll numbers from
2009 onwards showed that Queenslanders saw the LNP as the better team to run Queensland. On 24
March, at state schools, community halls and churches around the state they sent the message they have
wanted to send for three years. It is important to remember the journey, because it makes the victory even
more fulfilling. 

On election night I mentioned that this win was for all the candidates who put their names down on
ballot papers against the formidable Labor machine in 2001, 2004, 2006 and 2009. I speak of people like
David Lin in Stretton, Marie Jackson in Yeerongpilly amongst many others. They were out on the hustings,
in the shopping centres with our 2012 candidates, not bitter, but helping the LNP finish the job they
themselves have contributed to over the last 11 hard years. Their hard work over the last decade made
that evening all the more fulfilling. 

I also want to recognise our candidates who fell short at this election. Michael Kitzelmann, Liz
Schmidt, Russell Schroter, Joanna Lindgren, John Kerslake, Mick Pattel, Robyn Quick, John Connolly,
Gavin Finch, Clem Grehan and Simon Dorries. They all went into areas that we have never been before.
They are wonderful people with experience and dedication and under difficult circumstances they sold our
message to people who may not have heard it in the past. Their contribution to the party is not forgotten. 

I would also like to acknowledge Michael Read, my policy adviser in Police and Corrective Services
who is now the chief of staff to the Minister for Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services. I thank
all the opposition staff, some of whom are now serving in my office or have other roles in my government
and, of course, my electorate office staff, Josie Stinson and Cathy Ermer, who have been with me since I
entered parliament in 2004. 

To my campaign team, who have been doing this with me for the last 11 years, our journey in Surfers
Paradise, our journey to winning this seat and our journey to winning government is worth it when I look
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around the 54th Parliament. In particular, I would like to thank my campaign manager, John Lander; his
wife, Julie, who is going through a difficult time health wise; campaign stalwarts Les and Sonya Howson;
and all of my booth captains. It was not always easy. In fact, it rarely is, but as a candidate and member I
could not have asked for better support. I will always be deeply grateful for their hours and hours of help. 

It is unprecedented for the seat of Surfers Paradise, an urban seat, to have the second largest
margin in the parliament and it is very humbling. I want to thank my wife, Stacey. I thanked her for her
patience, understanding and love when I was first elected in 2004. I have thanked her—probably not
nearly enough—ever since. I would particularly like to thank her for her support over the last three years. It
was rarely easy—I was rarely easy—but it was important and we made a difference. For all his faults, as
Richard Nixon said in his farewell to the White House staff—

The greatness comes not when things go always good for you. But the greatness comes when you’re really tested, when you take
some knocks, some disappointments, when sadness comes. Because only if you’ve been in the deepest valley can you ever know
how magnificent it is to be on the highest mountain. 

To my children, Chloe, Bronte and Piers, I thank them for brightening some dark political days and
providing me with a constant reason to improve the state that we live in. 

The date 24 March was a significant point in the history of our state. With a large mandate comes
great responsibility and the decisions that will be made in the months ahead will not be easy given the
extent of the decay in which our state was left. Regardless of this challenge, I am committed to playing my
role, as is the Premier and his entire team, and to fixing Queensland and doing so in a way that restores
public confidence in this House and the decisions we make. 
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